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HIS365 “WHO IS A GREEK?” THE POLITICS OF NATIONAL IDENTITY IN MODERN GREECE 
 
Semester or Session/ Year and Location(s): TBC 
Course Instructor: Rosa Vasilaki 
CYA Email(s): TBC 
Class Times (days, hours): TBC 
(Office) Hours Available: TBC 
 
 
Course Description 
“Who Is a Greek?”In different times Greece has offered conflicting responses to this simple, yet perplexed, 
question. The revolutionary constitutions of the 19th century, following the War of Independence, placed 
emphasis on religion, whereas gradually Greek nationality law was based on a single principle: origin, or in 
legal terms ius sanguinis. This principle reflected the desire of the newfound Modern Greek state to embody 
the legacy of the past and to position itself as the sole heir of classical antiquity. The recurring theme of being 
on the margin between the West and the East and the geographical expansion of Greece in the early 20th 
century added additional layers of complexities. Throughout the 20th century the question of “who is a Greek” 
became intertwined with the forced assimilation and/or expulsion of minority groups, the future of the 
multiethnic communities of the late Ottoman Empire, the handling of Orthodox populations arriving in Greece, 
and the withdrawal of citizenship as a penalty for political dissent. In recent years, following the mass arrival 
of immigrants and refugees, the question has risen once again: is one born a Greek or one can become a 
Greek?  
 This course aims to explore the historical trajectory of this question illustrating how political and social 
priorities shaped diverse responses over time. The main goal is to understand that being a Greek, and the 
criteria that confirmed this over time, is not a strict legal category, but rather a flexible ideological concept. 
Therefore, it aims to discuss Greece as a thought-provoking paradigm where national identity is conflated with 
perceptions of the ancient past, novel challenges and shifting geopolitical and social realities. The overall goal 
is to provide students with a deep understanding of the politics of identity and citizenship in modernity and 
allow them to rethink on how we conceptualize social, political and cultural transformations over time. In order 
to do so the course is designed to encompass readings on theories of nationalism and identity, sources relating 
to Modern Greek history, and activities (walking seminars, discussions, exercises, guided visits etc.) that 
illustrate how the contemporary debate regarding the future of European nation-states is interrelated with 
historical legacies.  
 This is not solely a Greek story. The course will address the downfall of the multiethnic Ottoman 
Empire, the rise of nationalism, the border realignments in the Balkans and their impact on minority 
populations and multiethnic communities. Moreover, we will discuss the perceptions of Greek identity across 
Europe and the role of 19th century Western intellectuals and scholars in the formation of national identity. 
In a similar context we will discuss the construction and evolution of national consciousness, the effort of the 
Greek state to achieve linguistic and religious homogeneity, the interplay between political dissent and the 
politics of un-Greekness. The course will also address the population movements that have shaped Greece 
from the mass population exchange between Greece and Turkey in the 1920s to the recent arrival of 
immigrants and refugees, as well as the political reactions to the new multicultural reality in Greece. Finally, 
we will also look at the different recent understandings of “Greekness” via the prism of the economic crisis 
and the lens of touristification of culture, as well as the future of a shared European identity.  
 
Course Approach 
The multifaceted dimensions of this course require active participation and teamwork. Readings will allow us 
to explore and historicize the different and diverse responses to the core question of “who is a Greek”. In 
addition to this the course includes a number of activities that offer insights in contemporary issues 
surrounding the theme of national identity, such as the migrant and refugee crisis, the return of nationalism, 
the cultural appropriation and commodification of antiquity, and the future of Greek/European citizenship in 
the 21st century.  
 The scheduled walking seminars in different Athenian neighborhoods will help us discover and explore 
the city’s multifaceted ethnic and social fabric. In this context, the tours will illustrate the living presence of 
historical events, such as the mass arrival of refugees in the 1920s, and the spatial marks of the turbulent 
1940s on the city landscape.  
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 Organized debates around recent controversies will allow students to practically apply the knowledge 
gained by the course. 
 Film screenings will allow students to explore the way contemporary Greek art production engaged 
with the tension around issues of national identity, cultural anxiety and the rise of xenophobia in recent years. 
  
Learning Objectives 
By the end of the course, students should be able to: 
1) Discuss different theories about the emergence of nationalism and the way it shaped the historical 
reality of Greece and of the Balkans more broadly.  
2) Think critically about the politics of identity and citizenship in modernity and understand how social, 
political and cultural transformations were conceptualized over time.  
3) Compare and contrast the Greek case to other examples of national identity building and identify 
similarities and differences across a wide historical and geographical spectrum. 
4) Understand the contemporary controversies and dilemmas with regards to national identity and 
citizenship, in the context of today’s complex, multicultural societies.  
5)  Comprehend “national culture” as a malleable ideological contract and reflect on its transformations 
and uses over time. 
 
Course Requirements  
• Class attendance and participation: active participation the questions provided on the weekly class 
schedule 
• Preparation for and participation in class debates (group assignment) 
• Maps and facts (group assignment) 
• Reflection exercise (individual assignment) 
• Research paper or project of 2500 words on one of the themes addressed by the course (specific 
topics to be discussed at the beginning of the semester with the course instructor – individual or group 
assignment after discussion with the tutor) 
 
Class Attendance and Participation 
Class attendance is compulsory and your active participation in all class activities and class discussion is key 
for the successful completion of the course. Participation is evaluated on the basis of raising thoughtful 
questions, analyzing relevant issues, building on others’ ideas, synthesizing across readings and discussions, 
expanding the class’ perspective, appropriately challenging assumptions and perspectives. A question for dis-
cussion is provided for each class session (see below).  

Class Debates 
Debates in the class around controversies aim to enhance the students’ ability to construct arguments and 
position themselves vis-à-vis controversies in a structured and measured manner as well as promote the values 
of dialogue and consensus. 
 
Maps and facts 
The purpose of this group exercise is to learn interactively about the historical continuum in the lands where 
Greece is situated today, along with the history and changes in geographical boundaries in the broader region 
(the Balkans, the Near and the Middle East and Northern Africa). Besides gaining historical and geographical 
knowledge, this exercise will develop a better understanding of the concept of historical periodization and the 
idea of borders across centuries.  
 
Reflexivity exercise  
The objective of this exercise of 1.000 words is to develop skills of reflexivity, that is to examine and 
acknowledge the assumptions and preconceptions we bring into understanding and evaluating the others’ 
history and culture. It aims to help you hone your analytical skills by creating an interpretative lens to under-
stand modern history and its relationship to the formation of national identity in Greece and beyond. The 
pieces will be submitted to the instructor but will also form the basis of a discussion during the last session of 
the course.  
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Research Paper or Project 
You must produce and submit one research paper or project of 2.500 words on one of the core issues linked 
to the course. The precise topic will be discussed with the course instructor at the beginning of the semester. 
You should make an argument and support your position based on the bibliography provided by the course 
but also on research conducted by you. This can be a theoretical piece, a piece based on bibliography or 
secondary sources or an empirical project based on primary data or sources that you will collect. It can be an 
individual or a group assignment (with word limit adjusted accordingly).    

 
Evaluation and Grading 
Your grade for this course will be based on the following distribution:  

 
 Class attendance and participation: 10% 
 Class debates: 20% 
 Maps and facts: 20% 
 Reflexivity exercise: 20% 
 Research paper or project: 30% 

 
 
Evaluation Criteria - Course Assignments 
Assignment 1:  Class debates 

 Evaluation criteria: organization, evidence of group cooperation, equal participation of all group 
members, relevance of arguments, depth and accuracy of content, use of language.  

 
Assignment 2: Maps and facts 

 Evaluation criteria: accuracy of information, visualization, use of data, comparative dimension, ability 
to convey information clearly. 

 
Assignment 3: Reflexivity exercise 

 Evaluation criteria: understanding of theoretical concepts, critical thinking, evidence of intercultural 
understanding, ability to link material from the course to personal experience.  

 
Assignment 4: Research paper of project  

 Evaluation Criteria: coherent structure and argument, understanding of key concepts, range of 
material employed, integration of evidence and argument, quality of analysis, referencing and clarity 
of expression.  

 
 
CYA Regulations and Accommodations 
 
Attendance Policy  
CYA regards attendance in class and onsite (in Athens or during field study trips) as essential. Absences are 
recorded and have consequences. Illness or other such compelling reasons which result in absences should 
be reported immediately to the Student Affairs Office.  
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
ePolicy on Original Work  
Unless otherwise specified, all submitted work must be your own original work. Any ideas taken from the 
work of others must be clearly identified as quotations, paraphrases, summaries, figures etc., and accurate 
internal citations and/or captions (for visuals) as well as an accompanying bibliography must be provided 
(Check the Student Handbook, pg. 7).  
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Use of Laptops 
In-class or onsite use of laptops and other devices is permitted if this facilitates course-related activities such 
as note-taking, looking up references, etc. Laptop or other device privileges will be suspended if devices are 
not used for class-related work.  
 
Use of Laptops and Accommodation for Students  
If you are a registered (with your home institution) student with a disability and you are entitled to learning 
accommodation, please inform the Director of Academic Affairs and make sure that your school forwards the 
necessary documentation.  
 
 
Etiquette 
Food consumption is forbidden in class. 
 
 
Class Schedule  
 
Class 
Day 

Day/Date Topic / Readings / Assignments Due 

1 WEEK 1 Nations and Nationalism 
 
Description 
This introductory session will discuss the theories of nationalism and the emergence of 
nation states placing particular emphasis on the role of historical legacies, religion and 
language in the rise of nationalism in the 19th century.   
 
Required reading 
Benedict Anderson. 2006. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread 
of Nationalism. Verso: London, pp. 9-36. 
 
Eric Hobsbawm, 1990. Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Program, Myth, Reality. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-9.     
 
Optional reading 
Benedict Anderson. 2006. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread 
of Nationalism. Verso: London, pp. 67-82. 
 
Question for discussion 

 What is a nation? Is it possible to identify a set of “typical” characteristics?  
 

2 WEEK 1  Nations and Nationalism 
 
Description  
This session will continue the examination of the theories of nationalism, the advent of 
the “Age of Revolutions” and will situate the Greek War of Independence in the histori-
cal and cultural context shaped by the double legacy of the Enlightenment and the 
French revolution.   
 
Required reading 
• Lekas, Padelis. 2005. “The Greek War of Independence from the Perspective of His-
torical Sociology”. The Historical Review, II, pp. 161-183.  
  
Optional bibliography 
Thomas Hylland Eriksen. 2002. Ethnicity and Nationalism: Anthropological Perspectives. 
London: Pluto Books, pp. 117-146.   
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Question for discussion 
 Is tradition always invented?  

 
 WEEK 2  Group exercise: Maps and Facts  

Description 
In groups of 3 or 4, you will create and present in class a presentation of maps along 
with relevant facts (dates, historical facts, cultural elements, etc.) of the different his-
torical periods in Greece and the regions in the vicinity (the Balkans, the Near and the 
Middle East, Northern Africa). This exercise will allow you to get a sense of the histori-
cal continuum, the cultural and political characteristics of different eras as well as an 
in-depth understanding of the idea and transformations of borders over time.   
 

4 WEEK 2  «Athens shall rise again»: the burden of antiquity 
 
Description  
This session will look at the way modern national identities evoke the past to construct 
a sense of continuity, uniqueness and purpose to their contemporary citizens. Greece 
is perhaps one of the most telling instances where representations and perceptions of 
the past have overdetermined the way modern Greece sees itself and is seen by oth-
ers. These perceptions of the “glorious ancient past” have not been shaped by Greeks 
only, but also through the appropriation of Antiquity by the West, in its effort to delin-
eate a distinctive and cohesive Western identity. 
 
Required reading 
Hamilakis, Yannis. 2007. The Nation and its Ruins: Antiquity, Archaeology and National 
Imagination in Greece. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007, 57-123.  
     
Optional bibliography 
Hamilakis, Yiannis. 2008. “Decolonizing Greek archaeology: indigenous archaeologies, 
modernist archaeology and the post-colonial critique”. In, Damaskos, Dimitris and 
Plantzos, Dimitris (eds.) A Singular Antiquity: Archaeology and Hellenic Identity in Twen-
tieth-Century Greece. ("Benaki Museum" Supplement 3) Athens: Benaki Museum, pp. 
273-284. 
   
Question for discussion 

 Is Antiquity is a precious heritage only and when does it become a yardstick to 
model and measure national history and national identity? 

 

5 WEEK 3  «Athens shall rise again»: the burden of antiquity 
 
Description  
This session will continue the discussion about the role and symbolic capital of classical 
Antiquity. It will examine how particular perceptions of the “glorious ancient past” 
have not been shaped by Greeks only, but also through the appropriation of Antiquity 
by the West, in its effort to delineate a distinctive and cohesive Western identity. 
  
Required reading 
Liakos, Antonis. 2008. “Hellenism and the Making of Modern Greece. Time, Language, 
Space”. In Katerina Zacharia (Ed.) Hellenisms. Culture, Identity, and Ethnicity from An-
tiquity to Modernity. Routledge, pp. 201-236.   
  
Optional bibliography 
Augustinos, Olga. 2008. “Philhellenic Promises and Hellenic Visions: Korais and the Dis-
courses of the Enlightenment”. In Katerina Zacharia (Ed.) Hellenisms. Culture, Identity, 
and Ethnicity from Antiquity to Modernity. Routledge, pp. 169-200. 
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Question for discussion 

 Why does Ancient Greece hold such symbolic significance for “Europe” or the 
“West”? 

 
6 WEEK 3  The Byzantine legacy: questioning Westernization, reconciling with 

the past, constructing continuity 
 
Description  
This week will look at the role of religion and the role of the Greek Orthodox Church– 
by definition at odds with the legacy of classical Antiquity – in shaping national identity 
in Greece during the nineteenth century. We will follow the emergence of a persistent 
dilemma in the Greek political and public sphere, namely “East or West?”, and the ide-
ological different attempts to reconcile the two trends.   
 
Required reading 
Livanios, Dimitris. 2008. “The Quest for Hellenism: Religion, Nationalism, and Collective 
Identities in Greece, 1453-1913”. In Katerina Zacharia (Ed.) Hellenisms. Culture, Iden-
tity, and Ethnicity from Antiquity to Modernity. Routledge, pp. 237-269. 
 
  
Optional bibliography 
Vallianos, Pericles. 2019. “The Ways of the Nation: Messianic and Universalist National-
ism in Renieris, Zambelios and Paparrigopoulos”. The Historical Review/La Revue His-
torique, 15, pp. 163-194. 
    
Question for discussion 

 What it the role of categories like “East” or “West” in shaping cultural hierar-
chies and binaries like, “civilizations vs. barbarity”, or “backwardness vs. pro-
gress”? 

 

7 WEEK 4  Minorities and national belonging: becoming a Greek 

Description  
This week will discuss the concept of minority: we will look at the relationship of mi-
norities with the nation-states, at the national politics (and tragedies) of politics of na-
tional homogeneity, at the traumas of forced assimilation and we will map the reality 
of minorities in Greece. 
 
Required reading 
Clogg, Richard. (ed.) 2002. Minorities in Greece: Aspects of a Plural Society. Hurst, pp. 
122-164.    
  
Optional bibliography 
Mazower, Mark. 2006. Salonica, City of Ghosts: Christians, Muslims and Jews. New York: 
Vintage Books, pp. 305-370.       
 
Question for discussion 

 Why are minorities seen as a “threat” in the era of nation-state formation?  
 

8 WEEK 4             Minorities and national belonging: becoming a Greek 
Description  
This meeting will be devoted to the efforts of the Greek state to achieve linguistic and 
ethnic homogeneity in Macedonia and Thrace following the Balkan Wars and the final 
realignment of borders in the region. We will discuss the impact of these policies in the 
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every-day life of minority groups, and the importance of language, religion and history 
in the Greek national project. 
 
Required reading    
Carabott, Philip. 1997. “The politics of integration and assimilation vis-à-vis the Slavo-
Macedonian Minority of inter-war Greece”, in Peter Mackridge & Eleni Yannakakis (eds.), 
Ourselves and Others. The Development of a Greek Macedonian Cultural Identity since 
1912. Oxford: Berg, 1997, pp. 59-78. 
 
Optional bibliography 
Fleming, Katherine. 2008. Greece: a Jewish History. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, pp. 51-88. 
    
Question for discussion 

 Assimilation, integration or multiculturalism? Discuss the drawbacks of each of 
these policies/stances.  

 

9 WEEK 5            Changing Places: Greek-Turkish exchange of populations 
 
Description  
The Asia Minor Expedition (1919-1922) marked the terminal defeat of the Greek na-
tionalist project and signaled a new period in Greek-Turkish relations. The outcome 
was an unprecedented organized exchange of population between the two countries 
and the arrival of one million refugees in Greece. 
 
Required reading    
Giossos, Yiannis, P. 2008. “‘Scoring for the Homeland’: The Soccer Team of the Refugees 
of Volos”, Studies in Physical Culture and Tourism 15(1): 53-63. 
 
Optional bibliography 
Hirschon, Renée. 1989. Heirs of the Greek Catastrophe: The Social Life of Asia Minor 
Refugees in Piraeus. Oxford: Clarendon Press, pp. 1-55.    
 
Question for discussion 

 How did the refugees from Asia Minor reproduce their identity and what strat-
egies they employed to overcome the refugee stigma at the time? 

 
10 WEEK 5            Walking seminar 

 
Description  
In this session we will visit Nea Philadephia, one of the areas where refugees from 
Asia Minor settled after their arrival in Greece, as well as the Museum of Hellenism of 
Asia Minor “Filio Chaidemenou”. This walking seminar will allow us to visualize the ref-
ugee experience and the unthinkable by today’s standards exchange of populations in 
the name of national homogeneity.  
 
 

11 WEEK 6            The Greek–Turkish rivalry as an identity-based conflict 
 
Description  
This session will look at how national identity is contracted as the antithesis of the 
“Other”. Greek-Turkish rivalry has been a permanent feature in the construction of 
Greek national identity, permeating foreign relations, historical narratives, popular 
mentalities, cultural representations, football matches, media reports and so on. His-
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torical memories and traumas, real or perceived as such, stereotypes, myths and leg-
ends are intertwined in the construction of respective national narratives and national 
identities, which above all, demonize their respective “Other”. 
 
Required reading 
Heraclides, Alexis. 2012. “‘What will become of us without barbarians?’ The enduring 
Greek–Turkish rivalry as an identity-based conflict”. Southeast European and Black Sea 
Studies, 12:1: 115-134.  
 
Optional bibliography 
Theodossopoulos, Dimitrios. 2006. “Introduction: The ‘Turks’ in the Imagination 
of the ‘Greeks’”. South European Society & Politics, 11:1, 1-32.    
 
Question for discussion 

 How are Greek and Turkish national identities constructed and perceived in 
their respective national contexts?  

 
12 WEEK 6            The “Third Hellenic Civilization”: interwar Greece and the rise of au-

thoritarianism 
 
Description  
The interwar years were marked by a turn to authoritarianism in Europe and Greece 
was no exception to that trend. From 1936 to 1941 Greece experience its own version 
of fascism under the dictatorial regime of Metaxas. In the context of the crisis of mod-
ernization, idealization of the “past” and quest of national specificity which marked the 
rise of authoritarianism in Europe, the regime also sought to redefine Greekness. How 
was authoritarianism legitimized on the basis of ancient Greece? 
 
Required reading 
Hamilakis, Yannis. 2007. “Spartan Visions: Antiquity and the Metaxas Dictatorship,” The 
Nation and Its Ruins, Oxford University Press, pp. 169-204. 
 
Optional bibliography 
Kallis, Aristotle. 2007. “Fascism and Religion: The Metaxas Regime in Greece and the 
‘Third Hellenic Civilisation’. Some Theoretical Observations on ‘Fascism’, ‘Political Reli-
gion’ and ‘Clerical Fascism’”, Totalitarian Movements and Political Religions 8(2): 229-
246. 
 
Question for discussion 

 How was the concept of “Third Hellenic Civilization” used to legitimize authori-
tarianism as “authentically Greek”? 
 

13 WEEK 7            Walking seminar 
 
Description  
This week will visit the shooting range of Kaisariani, where around 600 people were 
executed by the Wehrnacht, 200 of them alone on May 1, 1944. Since then, the shoot-
ing range has become a symbol of resistance. In this walking tour we will examine 
Greece’s involvement in the Second World War, the Occupation, the National Re-
sistance, and the narratives of heroism and patriotism associated with this historical 
period.  
 

14                  WEEK 7         Un-Greeks: political dissent in the Cold War 
 
Description  
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The end of the Greek Civil War (1946-1949) was marked by a conscious project of the 
Greek State to withdraw the nationality of communists and to label political dissent as 
un-Greek. We will discuss the internal mechanisms of this process and its repercus-
sions in the shaping of postwar Greece. 
 
Required reading 
Danforth, Loring & van Boeschoten, Riki. 2012. Children of the Greek Civil War: Refugees 
and the Politics of Memory, Chicago: Chicago University Press, 2012, pp. 1-6, 23-42 and 
117-136.  
 
Optional bibliography 
Iatrides, John. 1972. Revolt in Athens. The Greek Communist “Second Round”, 1944-
1945, Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 200-255.   
    
Question for discussion 

 What was the political, historical and ideological contexts within which the 
evacuation of children from Northern Greece took place? 

 

15     

 

 

    

WEEK 7 Diaspora, Migration and Greeks abroad 
 
Description  
In this meeting we will address the politics of identity concerning Greeks abroad: migrant 
and diasporic communities were perceived as integral parts of the Greek nation, but at 
the same time their members were confronted with assimilation in the national context 
of their respective countries. 
 
Required reading 
Danforth, Loring. M. 2000. ‘“How can a woman give birth to one Greek and one Mace-
donian?”. The construction of national identity among immigrants to Australia from 
Northern Greece’, in Jane K. Cowan (ed.), Macedonia: the politics of identity and differ-
ence, London, Pluto Press, pp. 85-103  
 
Optional bibliography 
Vogli, Elpida. 2011. “The Making of Greece Abroad: Continuity and Change in the Modern 
Diaspora Politics of a ‘Historical’ Irredentist Homeland”. Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 
17:1, 14-33.   
   
Question for discussion 

 How is diasporic identity constructed with regards to ethnic, regional and na-
tional belonging? 
 

16        WEEK 7 Diaspora, Migration and Returning Home 
 
Description  
In this session we will discuss the politics of identity of diasporic Greeks returning to 
their parents’ homeland. Migrant and diasporic communities were perceived as integral 
parts of the Greek nation and their communities abroad have gone to great lengths to 
preserve their Greekness for several decades and across generations. How does “home” 
feel upon return and does Greece live up to their ideals? 
 
Required reading 
Christou, Anastasia and King, Russell. 2006. “Migrants Encounter Migrants in the City: 
the Changing Context of ‘Home’ for Second-Generation Greek-American Return Mi-
grants”, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 30(4): 816-835. 
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Optional bibliography 
Voutira, Effie. 1991. “Pontic Greeks Today: Migrants or Refugees?”. Journal of Refugee 
Studies, 4(4): 400-420. 
    
Question for discussion 

 What are the reasons some second-generation Greeks from diaspora return to 
“home” and how do they see contemporary Greece?   

 
17 WEEK 8  Born in Greece: immigrants and refugees (1990-2020) 

 
Description  
The downfall of the Berlin Wall had an unprecedented impact on Greece: for the first 
time in its modern history the country received thousands of financial immigrants from 
the Balkans, Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. We will discuss how their ar-
rival transformed the debate over “Who is a Greek”, the politics of the Greek state and 
their struggles for social and political rights. 
 
Required reading 
Christopoulos, Dimitris. 2013. Country Report: Greece. EUDO Citizenship Observatory, 
pp. 1-18.  
  
Optional bibliography 
Kirtsoglou Elisabeth & Tsimouris. Giorgos. 2018 “Migration, crisis, liberalism: the cultural 
and racial politics of Islamophobia and ‘radical alterity’ in modern Greece”. Ethnic and 
Racial Studies 41(10): 1874–1892.   
   
Question for discussion 

 What may be the historical and political reasons for the Greek state’s insist-
ence on ius sanguinis?  
 

18 WEEK 8  Class debate 
 
Description 
You will work in groups of 3 or 4 and you will address the following questions:   
Teams 1 & 2: Is Greece (and Europe) right or wrong in their efforts to limit migra-
tion/refugee waves? 
Teams 3 & 4: Should migrants/refugees have the right to nationality/citizenship?   
 
 

 
19 WEEK 9           Guided visit: AntetokounBros Academy 

 
Description  
The principle of origin (ius sanguinis) in the Greek nationality law meant for 
thousands of young people born in Greece that they did not enjoy equal 
political and social rights. The case of Yannis Antetokounmpo became a 
seminal example of a young man born in Greece who had no travel docu-
ments and political rights. How was it possible for Yannis to play for Mil-
waukee Bucks? We will visit the AntetokounBros Academy, an innovative 
initiative which provides community-based programs to help young people 
from disadvantage groups to reach their potential and we will discuss with 
them the barriers to integration, the paradoxes of Greekness and the efforts 
to build a more inclusive society. 
 
Video 
Do people of migrant background feel Greek? Do they feel integrated? Do 
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they experience racism and how? Watch this documentary made by Gener-
ation 2.0 for Rights, Equality & Diversity, which is a nonprofit organization 
consisted of young people – second generation migrants in Greece - work-
ing together to promote equal participation. The setting of the documentary 
is the annual New Generation Got Game intercultural basketball tourna-
ment; it focuses on the lives of youngsters with immigrant origins, who 
were born or/and raised in Greece. The camera follows the tournament and 
zooms in to the meaning of basketball in the everyday lives of these young-
sters speak on camera about basketball, racism and their experiences from 
the tournament. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=541&v=ft-U-d-
MjPQ&feature=emb_logo 
 

20 WEEK 9           “You will never become a Greek, you Albanian!”: national identity 
and the rise of the far right 
 
Description  
Recent migration as well as the intertwined financial and refugee crisis were 
marked by an unprecedented rise of the far-right in Greek politics. A key 
feature of the far right’s ideology and a main reason for its popularity was 
its “tough”, uncompromised stance of “who is a Greek?” in the context of 
an increasingly multicultural and globalized social and economic reality. 
   
Required reading 
Koronaiou, Alexandra & Sakellariou, Alexandros. 2013. “Reflections on 
‘Golden Dawn’, community organizing and nationalist solidarity: helping 
(only) Greeks”, Community Development Journal 48(2): 332–338.  
  
Optional bibliography 
Sotiris, Panagiotis. 2015. “Political crisis and the Rise of the Far Right in 
Greece. Racism, nationalism, authoritarianism and conservatism in the dis-
course of Golden Dawn”, Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict 
3(1):1173–199.  
   
Question for discussion 

 Who is a Greek for the far-right? And why has the far-right’s per-
ception of “Greekness” rose in prominence in recent years?  
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 WEEK 11          Film: Amerika Square (2017) 
 
Description  
Summary: A fast paced triptych revealing the opposing forces of humani-
tarian challenges in Athens today. Nakos, a banal racist, had enough of the 
thousands of refugees in his neighborhood, Amerika Square in the center 
of Athens. Tarek, a Syrian ex-Military doctor is looking for a deal to smuggle 
out of Greece with his daughter. Billy a tattoo artist falls in love with Tereza, 
an African singer who is also looking for an escape by the sea. The three 
stories merge when Nako’s malicious acts stop Tereza’s and Tarek’s smug-
gler Hassan. 
 
Question for discussion 
• How is contemporary Greek reality depicted in the film? How are 
questions of nationality, migration, racism and solidarity addressed?   

 
22 WEEK 11          Greek/European: dual identity   

 
Description  
In this session we will address the future of national identities within the shifting 
landscape of border realignments, supra-national structures, and significant pop-
ulation movements. The European Union case provides a springboard for discus-
sion: how did the European nations tried to overcome divisions of the past, how 
did the E.U. strive to promote a common European identity and where do we 
stand right now? 
 
Required reading 
Michailidou, Asimina. 2017. “‘The Germans are back’: Euroscepticism and anti-
Germanism in crisis-stricken Greece”. National Identities, 19:1, 91-108. 
   
Optional bibliography 
Fligstein N., Polyakova A, and Sandholt W. 2012. “European Integration, Nation-
alism and European Identity”. Journal of Common Media Studies, 50(1): 106–
122.      
 
Question for discussion 
• What are the causes of Eurosceptism in Greece? 
 

23 WEEK 12          Crisis, Tourism and neo-Orientalism in Greece  
 
Description  
The recent economic crisis had resulted in a number of stereotypical and Orien-
talizing discourses about Greece, Greek and Greekness. Simultaneously, the 
sharp intensification and massification of tourism brought Greece to the epicen-
ter of processes of cultural appropriation and created opposite, yet equally ste-
reotypical images of Greece, Greeks and Greekness. We will discuss the con-
struction of national stereotypes in Greece and abroad and the extent to which 
they shape the Greeks’ ideas about their own country. 
 
Required reading 
Gonzales-Vaquerizo, Helena. 2017. “‘Visit Greece and Live Your Myth’. The use 
of Classical Antiquity by the Greek National Tourism Organization in: F. Carlà-



                Syllabus 
 
    

Page 13 of 14 

Uhink / M. García Morcillo and C. Walde (eds.), Advertising Antiquity, thersites 
6, pp. 241-303. 
 
Optional reading 
Knight, Daniel. M. (2013) “The Greek Economic Crisis as Trope”. Focaal-Journal 
of Global and Historical Anthropology, 65, pp. 147-159. 
 
Question for discussion 
• How is the image of Greece abroad constructed?  
 

24 WEEK 12          Reflection: In the end, who is really a Greek?   
 
Description  
This last session will be dedicated to the discussion of individual exercises of 
reflexivity, addressing the question “What I thought Greece, Greeks and Greek-
ness were before arriving in Greece and what I think now”. These exercises 
(1000 words) must also be submitted to the course on this final day (before or 
after the session).  

 
 
 
N.B.: The course schedule, in terms of subjects and readings, may be subject to change to benefit student 
learning and to keep up to date with current research. 
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